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Metroparks: Higher entry fees for
visitors were approved recently by
the board of the Huron-Clinton
Metropolitan Authority. But along
with the higher fees come some

new additions./SA
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A look ahead: The New Year has
arrived and with it plenty of
changes — those we know about
and those that can be found
among the stars and planets,
thanks to astrologer Evelyn

Button./1C

Year in review: A look back at the
top 10 sports stories in Observer-
land. the triumphs and tragedies,
top performances and

turnarounds./1B

Family show: Neil Woodward, an
award-winning multi-instrumen-
talist, singer, songwriter and folk
historian, will present a family ort-
ented show during the annual
Plymouth International Ice Sculp-
ture Spectacular. /5B

customer focus: When a compa-
ny designs a 22.000-square-foot
display set for the auto show, it
has to walk a fine line between
highlighting the set and highlight-

ing the cars./8B

Looking ahead: Consider these
ways to sharpen your creativity in

1993./1D
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Mayflower Hotel

By KEVIN BROWN
Stary WRITER

The Mayflower Hotel's owners now
have a deadline to pay off creditors, or
lose the landmark Plymouth hotel

By an agreement between the May
flower owners and the hotel mortgage
holder, the hotel 1s now in receiver
ship. The owners — Creon Smith and

two sons of hotel founder Ralph
Lorenz — have six months to pay $1.5
million in debts, or likely lose the

property to the mortgage holder, Heri
tage Federal Savings Bank.

Still, general manager Randall
Lorenz said Tuesday, “"We're ex
tremely confident” that the needed
capital can be raised

Following the creation of the

Mom, tot
flee fire

No injuries were reported as a fire
early Tuesday forced a mother and
her young daughter from their home
at 469 N. Mill St.

City of Plymouth fire Capt. Bob
Degan said a family that lives on the
cecond floor of the two-family house
was on vacation at the time of the

blaze.
Two fire department pumper
trucks. an aerial truck and 17 fire-

fighters were called to the 2:43 a.m.
blaze.

Degan said the occupants were
alerted to the fire after the daughter
woke up the mother to get a drink of
juice, and they discovered smoke
coming from the basement through a
vent.

While the cause is still under in-
vestigation, Degan said it appeared
to have originated in the furnace
area.”

The mother and daughter
waiting outside the house as fire-
fighters arrived.

Degan said the fire took roughly
two hours to put out and caused se
vere damage to the dwelling.

were

| While the Mayflower Hotel remains open, its owners
now have just six months to come up with $1.5 million
to get the hotel out of receivership.

receivership approved by Wayne
County circuit Judge Paul Teranes
Dec. 21, longtime hotel co-manager
Smith resigned Dec. 23

That surprised some members of
the community, as Smith has been
long associated with management of
the hotel, and could be spotted nearly
any day on the property tending to
some detail of the Mayflower’s opera
fion

In a statement explaining the turn
of events, Lorenz wrote, “Don’t give
up the ship!”

“My orders come from a man who
loved the Plymouth community and

Mayflower equally. That man was
Ralph Lorenz.
“With that in mind, | have as-

ES

in receivership

sumed the title of general manager,
while Creon's full-time responsibili
ties will be exerted to raise venture

capital Creon has long been
considered family.”
Smith could not be reached for

comment on the change

Lorenz said that the three co-own
ers of the hotel himself, brother
Scott Lorenz and Smith ‘have the
exclusive right to redeem the hotel
from the receiver.”

“We will leave no stone unturned
in our endeavor. Our mission can be
accomplished in than six
months.”

Lorenz stressed that the hotel and
restaurants will remain open. The
Round Table Club and Mayflower
Meeting House, under a different
company, “are totally unaffected,” he
said.

Lorenz

](‘H.\

declined to detail how

Smith would seek to raise money to
get the hotel out of receivership. Yet,
he said private investors would be

sought, adding that raising stod k was
“a possibility.’

“It's going to be a full-time task lor
someone to raise the venture capital
Lorenz continued, on Smith’s depar
ture from the co-general manager job

“I'll do the best I can to take over
his  (Smith’s) and
bring on whatever assistance is ne d
ed to help fill his shoes in the inter
im,”" Lorenz said

responsibilities

Fhe change in the hotel's status,
from being under Chapter 1l hank
ruptcy to receivership, will not cause
layoffs “or changes to the existing pay
scale or benefits” of employees,
Lorenz said.

Might the hotel owners seek inves
tors from out-state? “We have a
strong following and group of friends
right here,” Lorenz responded

The receiver now running the hotel
is Ron Wilson, of Hotel Management
Services of Bloomfield Hills.

See MAYFLOWER, 3A
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New books: Jack Bologna of Plymouth, who once audited
Jimmy Hoffa's union local. has written two new textbooks on

corporate fraud

SHARON LEMIEIX /STAFF PHOTOCHAPHES

ly Tuesday at this house or Mill Street

Hoffa movie release
recalls old encounter

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Moviegoers are having an encoun
ter with Jimmy Hoffa, whose story 1s
the subject of a popular film.

But one Plymouth man can recall
the time he bumped into the former
Teamsters union leader literally

Jack Bologna of Plymouth, as a
then investigator with the U.5 De
partment of Justice, drew the job of
doing an audit of Hoffa's union local
in Detroit in 1961

“He was a rather
man. he wasn't necessarily motivated
bv a need for money or wealth, he felt
he was doing a great service for his
members,” Bologna said

Bologna, a professor at
Heights College in Adrian and owner
of Computer Protection Services in
Plymouth, has just completed his
sixth and seventh texthooks for ac
countants on the topic of corporate
fraud

Bologna first met Hoffa while doing
an audit of the union local’s books

“He was running from the first
floor to the second, taking two steps
at a time,” Bologna recalled

power driven

Sienna

Canton teen skates toward Olympic

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Precision and intensity are what
vou see etched on Emily Pirronello’s
face as she glides across the ice

‘Qomeday | would like to make it
to the Olympics,” said the 13-year
old Canton resident. “It's basically a
dream. You just have to keep working
harder and harder.”

Pirronello and her partner, Brent
Echols, 21, of Rochester, recently
nabbed a second place in pairs skat
ing at the Midwestern Sectionals in
Rockford, [ll. Before that, the pair
placed second overall and received
silver medals at the United States
Figure Skating Association's regional
competition in Fraser

[Last vear, Pirronello and Echols
went to the national competition and
placed second overall at the novice
pairs level. Soon they will head to
Phoenix for this season’s national
competition, Jan. 7-14

The pair skate to choreographed
routines based on chosen music,
which ranges from light hearted to
dramatic. “They have an upbeat
style. an exciting style,” said Carol
Germain, public relations chairwom
an of the Garden City Figure Skating
Club. of which Pirronello is a mem-
ber

Maintaining the skill and the com
petitive edge is no easy task. In addi-
tion to school at Lowell Middle
School and life in general, Pirronello

has to practice and keep practicing
It's just a part of her life; a large part

“It doesn't really bother me, " Pir
ronello said of the things she often
doesn’t have time for in her teenage
life. such as hanging out with friends

The hard work and the accompany
ing pain also don’t bother her. “It's
like anything else. You go along with
it," said the eighth grader

Pirronello is one of 127 skaters in
the skating club. And she's one of
those skaters other skaters and en
thusiasts have their eyes on for even
better things to come

During » moment’s interruption in
her skating while talking to the Ob
server, Pirronello’s coach made it
clear time was wasting on her practice

‘I was coming down the stairs, ar d
he was talking to somebody behind
him. and there was a collision, RBolo
gna said

The |er"]o-!r: was to gain natjona
power he made his own deal with the

devil so to speak (with organized

crimue ). and that wasn't above him
During the investigation Bologna

Teamsters “hired pr

15 to lunch every

recalled, the
vate eves to follow
almost

“\l]4i }}d'.r heen -1,,,,2

day. They were trying to get
anvthing that «
against potential witnesses igainst
him,” he said

Bologna Hoffa as
cocky, and not impressed with

heing
fumb

recalled

l'||l|\ >

The auditors found that « ight or 10
of Hoffa's underlings nad emhbezzled
indicted

union funds, and they wert

but not Hoffa

Bologna's work as an wditoran
vestigator with the justice depart
ment and Internal Revenue Service,
and his work with his present compa
ny provided some of the background
for his textbooks

See ENCOUNTER, 3A

dreams

session for upcoming testing

“I'm =orry, got to
now. This is important,” said coach
Sandy Donegan

she's practice

Back on the ice, Pirronello was
doing what other skaters were doing

going round and round an initial
circle on the ice. Precision 18 the goal
Anv mark outside the initial circle
means points dropped in testing, Ger

main said

Right now, skating 18 Pirronello’s
life. as is practice. She skates both
gingles and pairs. The pairs skating
alone involves three to five hours a
day of practice

See SKATE, 2A
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An award-winning pair:

Emily Pirronello and her skating partner, Brent Echols, 21, of

Rochester, practice a few weeks before they are scheduled for the United States Figure
Skating Association’s national competition in Phoenix Jan. 7-14.

Skate from page 1A

“It’s fun.
wouldn’'t be doing it,”
said matter-of-factly.

Described as shy, Pirronello is
also described as intense, particu-
larly when it comes to skating.
But Germain said she has to be
“There comes a point where you
have to get into with your life,”
she said. “You don't get excep
tions from the rules.”

That's what Pirronello’s life is
about.

As she remembers, Pirronello
started skating when she was
about three years old and began
competing locally by the time she
was five. “My (younger) sister
also skates. My parents made a

Pii’rnnt‘“u

If it wasn't fun, I

rink in our back yard. I liked it, so
I wanted some skates,” she said.

Her partner, Brent Echols, be-
gan about the same age. And
about 1Y years ago, the two began
skating in pairs. “One of the judg-
es said 1 had talent and that I
should skate pairs. The coach
picked Emily.”

Not only are there years of dif-
ference between Pirronello and
her partner, but inches in height
as well. “The choreography has to
be such that the height difference
doesn’t have to show. That's diffi
cult sometimes,” Echols said.

That height difference also
means quite a fall — when Echols
swings her up and above his

shoulders — on the ice. “It's
scary for her. Trust is the biggest

aspect of pair skating,” Echols
>ai(i.
Bruises, sore muscles and

blisters are just part of skating.
“If you didn't love it, you couldn’t
do it,” Germain said

Dreams of the Olympics are
also a part of Pirronello’s life. She
admires the Russian skaters the
most, though "I really don't have
a favorite.”

Germain said she believes Pir
!‘Hnt‘nn nmi f‘;;".wh hﬂ\t‘ a e.fmu{
chance for the Olympics in pairs
skating, which is what Pirronnel
lo prefers. ’ I like it better because

*

| have someone el=e to talk

Two thefts reported

at a loc

police took reports from employ
ees regarding thelfts at Mr H s
restaurant on Ann Arbor Road
On Dec 26, an employee, a 28
yvear-old Westland resident, said
he discovered just betore punct
ing in that $47 was missing tron
his wallet, which had been lell
with personal belongings in ti
unisex restroom reserved for statt

Other workers at the restaurant

have reported missing a total of
$350 1n recent weeks

Also, a larceny from the restau
rant safte was reported
manager the following day

According to

reports, an

ployee was working near the
dishwasher when he looked uj

ward and noticed cCe ling tiles
were moving around as though

someone was climbing through
the false ceiling

A second employee working in
the front of the restaurant, joined
the first emplovee to the rear of
the building to investigate

A female emplovee went to the
manager s office to check the sate
and discovered several hundred
\iu“iﬂ'h
compartment
removed from the restroom ceil
ing

Su.~pu’(ml is a 29 vear old from
Detroit who works a. Mr. B'sas a
food preparer The suspect told
police he was near his work sta-
tion when he observed a man near

lower
found

missing from the
Tiles were

the emplovee restroom

The worker said he told the
man he wasn't allowed in the em
ployee area. The man reportedly
told the employee he was waiting
for a phone call on the nearby pay
phone. The suspect said he then
left the man and returned to work

He then saw a second man exit
the bathroom. He said he didn't
see where either man went

A police officer climbed into t}
ceiling and observed marks on the
top of the ceiling panels that
appeared to have been made by
feet and hands

Police said the suspect said he
didn’t take monev, and had never
been in the ceiling. He said he
hadn’t been in the employee bath
room since arriving at work, and
that he didn't kn ok the

money

ow who t
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Linoleum
o'"om $ 9950 ‘i

Get your best price, .
then call Mr. Tile

Mr. Tile Co.
Novi 348-8850

Novi Town Center
Mervyn's Court West
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Redford 9300 Telegraph
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A Children’ :
2 Resale Boutique &

Dear Parents: :‘
K Has Your Child M
K Ever Outgrown an

Expensive Outfit
= -Having Worn It
£ Only Once
or Twice?

*Why not let usi
shelp you recoup
ssome of youri

Kclothing expenses? M
F

et
e

For Your
Children's Outgrown
Clothing,
Accessories & Toys!
Call For Your
Appointments Today!

jgive you individual)
sPattention, or wegss
Bhave a handyZ

Call Today
453-4811

Joy Rd. & Main St.
Canton
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£ Introducing \
SAF-T MAIL BOX*

America's safest, most
durable mailbox

We do the whole )ob installation
and all. We specmlrze in vandal
resistant 1/4" steel Mail Boxes
Call today for a free color
catalogue, estimates. and
detai's. Also makes a wonderful
gift

CAN

AME
MAILBOX CO.

\_ 344-2850 /
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"“I()‘"N BOUTIOUE

One of the most
complete selections of
collector's

dolls & bears

Where all the important names are
represented

Select items on Sale

Pied Piper of
Plymouth

350 S. Main Plymouth

459-3410

| By Popular
Demand!

| DICKS

UPHOLSTERY
- SHOP

1525-5625

SLip

restaurant

sald his respor I'he suspect said he wanted |
.1'--!.’.« was being deceptive ['.. talk t his lawyer, and wasnt
footprints left 1n the cetling were juestioned turther Alsg taken as
the same size and pattern as the lence were the celling tar
1spect's shoes The shoes wer er and cetling tiles, to be exa
selzed as evidence ned tor prints

Rape suspéct

Stlll sought Plymouth Township police are still
seeking information leading to the capture of a man
depicted in this composite drawing, who is suspected
of abducting and raping a 16-year-old high school
student Dec. 9.

COVERS

bric Selection
or Reupholsterima

Etensive Fa

tor Stipcovers

Year End Sale

up 10

0% OFF

Your Children's Toral Specialry Svore

Clovhing, Gifrs, Dolls, Bears,
and Accessories

350 S Main (Across from the park) 4,9’}4] 0

Optn 10-5:30M.T. W F. §.

10-9:00 TH.

12.5:00 SUN.

Our semi-annual lamp sale.

1 OOO Points

Hurry, they're “out the door”

by the end of January,
with savings of 20% — 60%.
Let our lighting experts introduce you to the best names
in the business at 20%—60% savings: Stiffel, Waterford
Tyndale, Reliable, Kovacs, Mario, Sedgefield, Crystal
Clear and more— every lamp in our store is on sale.
Here are just a few examples

Sale 109"

del

“Where Good Ideas Come to hqht

Bloomfield Novi Rochester
6580 Telegraph at 45319 Grand River 200 E. Second St

Maple Rd One Mi. W. of Novi Rd £ of Main St

626-2548 344-0260 651-4302
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By JOANNE MALISZEwsSKki
Siary Wiirew

It happens | eveny ¢

tart out fit and trir A

u get comlortable

'he fire sernvice has always

el ;.".ﬁ;u,,. 11t riented
sald Canton Fire Chief Mike

Rorabacher “But

(he most it when

we re ‘«rnf:n'\l»
mnm the
job. As time goes on, we re less
fit

I'hat [i¢ it the
handtu

we come «

redasons o

it the firefighters got to
tormed a and
w enouraging physical fit
ranks

Besides improving employees

gether commitlee
are ni

ness among the

general well-being, fitness among
firefighters and other township

employees is expected to reduce
on-the job injuries, sick time
and other v‘lllpl«r\l'r COsls

“The feeling 1s that while

there's no direct relationship,
our feeling is that by doing these
things with a fairly young work
force, it will in the long run re
duce sickness and insurance
costs of employees and will cost
said Dan Du

taxpayers less,”

rack,

director of township ad-

Firefighters, oth

nistrative services
I'he fire department commit
lee |s 1|.r‘u»iul‘5uh(all!1 related

program that i1s expected tu In

lve providing articles about
health and fitness, a speakers
bureau to inform firefighters and
a couple new treadmills free
weights are already in place at
ne of the two stations for a
workout

I'readmills are considered the
best equipment because fire

fighters who use it will receive an
workout that's good for
body, including the
system

Hut !ulri.
the entire
cardiovascular I'read
mills are believed to increase a
person's stamina and endurance,
Rorabacher said

‘A lot of firefighters
are strains and sprains,”
bacher said

Surveys

injuries
Rora

show that there are
more than 40,000 firefighter inju
ries nationwide annually. About
40 percent of that are sprains
and strains

It's also believed that healthi-
er people suffer less from physi-
cal and mental exhaustion. And
there's no doubt firefighting can

e xhaust E E -1

P nd fire hose with L wal
Is NO casy lask
Our objective here - ret

simple and selfish. We want pe

3

lnh' to be 1n better shape and s«
the lr“nr(Hn-:H runs smoothnly
sald Rorabacher, who says he s
betting sick time and
will be reduced

Ihere’'s plans for more equip
ment if money 1s available

Meanwhile, the use of the tread
evaluated We'll

they

will be
often
there 15 a big demand, we could

abach

mills
see how are used [f
justify getting more,”” Ror
er said

Physical fitness 1sn't just
department effort. Other
ship employees are into it as
well. A weight
involves employees forming com
petitive teams has been in place
as well as walking programs
Employees are not allowed to
smoke in public buildings or in
township vehicles

Township officials are now ap
plying for a grant to conduct a
health initiative wellness pro
gram that will include health

a lire

town

loss program that

s appraisals for
"‘4‘!‘ such a
ployees can identify their

risks an
sald Dave Medley
inel analyst

1
It would be nice

things reduced insurance

think vou
ve effects In the

['here

vrl‘lt’ Bt

could be a
work related 1n
of the

juries
ind use
ince plans

by May

place

ley said
I'he fire
tee 1s also considering
tives, such as a free workout uni

form or gym bag if

The committee is also explor
“ing the idea of making physical
fitness a part of the department’s
continuing training program

“We're hoping to reach a ma

uyees
program
heailth
1 do something about 1t
township per
Lhese
costs. |
sOIne

fnrh';{

posi
range
reduction of

employee assist
\1(‘1“(‘\ sdhi

A program is expected to be in
1993 that will in
volve health and fitness,
loss and health risk appraisals
'hough programs are volunteer,
incentives will be provided, Med

weight

department commit
incen

firefighters
perform at a certain fitness level

er employees jump nto fitness

e

time

Running for life:
out on one of the department’s two new treadmills.
The equipment was bought as part of an effort to
improve health and fitness among firefighters.

STAFF PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

Canton firefighter Ken Arble works

SEEEFREE

feddy

dav in Arizona

Bowl bound: FHeidi Nurnberger, left, and Melissa Davis, right, wave as they depart
for the Fiesta Bowl along with the Centennial Education Park Marching Band
The band will perform during half-time at the bowl game to be played on Thurs

llnuk on

Our mission is to take control;
we want to continue on with the
fine tradition the Lorenz family
has done for the community,”
Wilson said. “Theyv have done an
excellent job providing service to

Mayflower from page 1A

the clhientele
The action of putting the hotel

into receivership culminates a
difficult vear for the Mayflower
Hotel, at Ann Arbor Trail and

Main Street

Encounter from page 1A

recent are ‘Hand
Fraud” and

The most
(Corporate

“The Accountant’s Handbook of

The latter work 1s
with Robert

Fraud and Commercial Crime
co-authored
Lindquist and Jo

seph Wells

Employees are moved to com

mit corporate fraud for four basic
reasons: economics, greed or need,
ideology, trying to get even or get

what they feel they deserve.

(he_\ re amart people’;

ego,

*They're out to prove to the world
or by com

pulsion or ohsession

Many companies, Bologna said,
are not doing enough in terms of
tightening internal controls.”

No one employee, for example,
should be allowed to control both
accounting records and company
funds. “You're headed for trou
ble,” he said

At least two or three of Bolo
gna's textbooks can be found in
college libraries throughout the

The hotel filed under
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in Janu
ary and long time owner Ralph
Lorenz died Nov. 2

He sold the

sons and Smith in the mid

owners

hotel to his twao
1980s

state

He's currently negotiating with
his publisher on the printing of a
completed eighth book on infor
mation technologies

Bologna recalled one weekend
in the mid-80s when he knocked
off a spy novel, which pits fac
tions of the CIA against one an
other. It hasn't been published

“I would like to at some point
re-do that spy book, " he said.
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Moeller contract dispute could delay opening

On Jan. 4, the die machines at
Moeller Manufacturing Compa
ny’'s new plant in Plymouth are
slated to start humming in their
new location for the first time

But right now, it's not known if
66 workers at the company's cur
rent plant on Market Street in
Livonia will be on hand to operate
them.

Since before Christmas, the 66
union tool-and-die workers have
been locked out of the plant.

The lockout is the result of a
labor dispute between Moeller
and the workers, all members of
UAW Local 157. The contract ex
pired Oct. 7. An extension of the
contract expired Dec. 16.

For the workers, the lockout
came at the worse possible time
— just days before Christmas.

Instead of enjoying the joys of
Christmas, they spent the days
before Christmas out in the cold,
picketing the plant, wondering if
they’ll have a job come January.

“No money, no Christmas,”
said Jeff Pascal of Redford Town-
ship, an eight-year employee.

In time squeeze

David Moellering, president of

Canton

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STaFF WRITER

It’s official.

Developers — at least for now
— can no longer build single-fam-
ily or site condominiums under
Canton Township's cluster hous-
ing option. At the recommenda-
tion of the Canton Planning Com-
mission, the township board has
deleted those items from zoning
ordinances.

“The cluster provision was
viewed as an option developers
would use. It's our view it's be-
come the preferred method of de-
velopment,” said Tom Yack,
township supervisor.

But township officials say this
isn't a moratorium on building
because developers can still build
platted single-family subdivisions
or site condominiums. They just
can’t be clusters.

Township officials also aren’t
using the word ‘‘temporary” for
these changes. But they are con-
sidered short-term as the cluster

B ‘It's unfortunate this came at Christmas. We
got caught in a time squeeze. We thought we'd
have the contract settied by now, but we came
to an impasse in negotiations. We ran out of

time.’

David Moellering

President, Moeller punch division

the punch division of Moeller,
called the lockout “unfortunate.’

“It’s unfortunate this came at
Christmas,”’ Moellering said. “We
got caught in a time squeeze We
thought we'd have the contract
settled by now, but we came to an
impasse in negotiations. We ran
out of time."

The union contract expired just
before the Livonia plant was
slated to close, a new plant open,
and the old plant sold

The Livonia City Council re
jected a transfer of employment
request for Moeller in September
1991. Approval of the request is
necessary under state law if the
company is to receive a tax abate-
ment on the Plymouth Township
plant.

The 18,000-square-foot Livonia
plant has officially closed. Equip
ment was slated to be moved over
the holidays, and the company s
new 37,000 square-foot plant in
Plymouth Oaks at Sheldon and
M-14 opens Jan. 4

Without a contract, Moellering
said he could not assure his cus
tomers, primarily automotive,
that his workers would not strike
The company makes punches
buttons and retainers for manu
facturing dies

“We've got blanket contracts,”
Moellering said. My company is
the only remaining unionized
punch company. Not one of our
main competitors are unionized.
Our customers are worried if we
can fill their requirements. The

workers could strike at any
moment. We have to get this re
solved. It's not fun

Moellering's father, Heinz
started the company 20 years ago

in a Since
then, it's become part of a larger
company headquartered in Wix
om. The company outgrew its
Livonia facility, Moellering said

If his intent was to ax his em
5![1!\(‘('.\ .\lm'“(*ﬂ!lg said he would
and

basement 1n Canton

have “moved to Tennessee

Kentucky"”

two miles east

instead of “"moving

No strike planned

Dan Chase, the
steward, said the union was told
in a Dec. 7 letger that the lockout
would take place Dec. 19

local’s chief

wouldn't

They knew we
strike,”” Chase said. “It's not in
our best interests to strike We

knew we were up against tough
negotiations, but we had no inten
tion of striking. We want to
work.”

If the lockout lasts more than
seven days, the workers will get
$100 a week in strike pay, Chase
said. He said average pay for ma-

chinists at the plant is $11-12 an
hour

Westland resident Al Boulter, a
24-year employee who started
with Moeller when it was in Can
ton, said he saw the impasse com
ing. “They don’t want to give us
anything.”

Thomas McGuffie, a Plymouth
resident and two-year employee,
said he hoped the lockout doesn't
lead to the loss of his job. “I like
working here.”

Pascal, who has a new son and
a new house, said he couldn’t af
ford the $700 monthly house pay
ment if he lost his job.

Michael Bibik, a Plymouth
Township resident and nine-year
employee, called the company's
contract offer “disgusting and dis
heartening, it was that bad.”

Al Diedo of Livonia, a two-year
employee whose wife is pregnant,
said the lockout ‘destroyed
Christmas” for a family already
living from paycheck to paycheck.

The company finds itself vic-
timized by the give-back revolu-
tion now taking place in the auto-
motive industry, wherein automo-
tive suppliers are being asked to

shave the cost of their products
Moellering said

I'he Big 3 are asking for dou
ble digit reductions in prices. It's
not just a 3-4 percent reduction
Forget that. These are reductions
made on contracts won on com
petitive bid We've never been
faced with having to give price
concessions to customers. The
auto industry is hurting, and that
has forced this.”

To make up for this lost in
come, Moellering he is asking for
contract that will
boost productivity. This includes
a contract that runs more than

concessions

three years with more flexible
work rules.
Moellering said he couldn't

speculate if his employees will re-
port to work at the new plant on
Jan. 4

“Good machinists are hard to
find. They're a good crew, and [
like my crew. This is a good place
to work. There’s no turnover,
loads of overtime and layoffs are
unheard of.

“But my customers won't toler-
ate a union that can strike at any
moment.”

board implements cluster’s last stand

option is studied, as well as what
officials want for the future of res-
idential development in the area.

“There’s a pretty firm under
standing of what we want to do
already,” said Aaron Machnik,
township municipal services di-
rector. “We're taking bits and
pieces from other communities in
the surrounding area. We're tak-
ing what we like and discarding
what we don't like.”

While deleting the cluster op-
tion from zoning ordinances,
township officials also added a
provision prohibiting cluster sin-
gle-family detached or single-fam-
ily site condominiums in residen-
tial zones.

Township officials are con-
cerned about open space and how
that plays with the goal of having
more expensive housing and larg-
er lots.

While some of the cluster de-
velopments have been considered
good, others, according to town-
ship officials, have not.

“These efforts have been
rewarded in numerous instances;
many of the newer subdivisions
offer high-quality, spacious
homes on larger lots. However,
not all of the new development

projects meet the township’s
standards for quality living
space,” according to a township
report.

The cluster option was intend-
ed to allow developers creativity
with their projects on land that
boasted wooded areas, creeks,
creek beds and flood plains, for
example.

Instead of cutting down wooded
areas, developers could preserve
those areas and build a certain
density — that would have other-
wise gone in the wooded area
on the rest of their development.
While it called for increased den
sity, the cluster option also al-
lowed protection of open space.

As development hit the town-
ship in a big way, however, more
and more developers were taking

5901 Conner
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21000 Northline Road
Taylor, M1 48180-9986

Phone: (313) 374-2700

Eastern Campus

Detroit, MI 48213-6686
Phone: (313) 922-3311

s

Wavne County

| Community College

Register for the
Spring 1993 Semester

January 6 through 14, 1993

At any of these locations:

Mondays - Thursdays: 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Friday (January 8): 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Saturday (January 9): 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Use our FREE campus-to-campus shuttle service
to help you Get to Class

1001 W. Fort Street
Detroit, MI 48226-9975

Phone: (313) 496-2758

Northwest Campus

8551 Greenfield Road
Detroit, M1 48228-9987
Phone: (313) 9434000

the option when there were no
natural amenities to protect, offi-
cials said.

Developer Richard Lewiston
told trustees that the new 106-
acre, 180-house project, Royal
Pointe, bounded by Hanford,
Warren and Beck, would meet the
intention of the cluster option.

“I think it will be what the or-
dinance intended it to be,” Lewis-
ton added.

Yack said the township has no
legal leg to stand on to deter de-
velopers’ plans because the prob-

lem is in the language of the clus-
ter option, which is something
that will be studied.

“If for some reason we find we
have a complex issue, we would
hire a consultant,” Machnik said.

Examples of cluster option de-
velopments in Canton are plenty,
including Glengarry 1, 2, and 3,
along Canton Center Road. Fox
Run along Beck Road is another.
Of 35 new and proposed residen-
tial developments, 13 fall into the
cluster option.

With cluster site condomini-

ums, development moves faster
because there is no need to plat a
subdivision. That means develop-
ers don't need to appear before
the planning commission more
than once before approval of the
site plan. Township officials ad-
mit they would like more than the
one review.

There’s also some concern that
potential buyers of site condo-
miniums aren’t too sure about
what they are getting into and
what portion of the property they
do and don’t own, planning offi
cials said.

Don't get picked up
after a holiday party.

RN LTS AT wral Hosp

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE
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BOTSFORD CONTINUING HEALTH CENTER
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Fee increases to help fund
Metroparks improvements

BY TiM RICHARD
Stary WiiTex

Metroparks visitors will see a
new wildfowlers’ museum at Lake
Erie, more work on a dairy farm at
Wolcott Mill and an inpark road
to the Stony Creek nature center

I'hey are part of a 1993 general
fund budget of $32.6 million ap
proved recently by the board of
the HuronClinton Metropolitan
Authority

Entry fees will rise for the first
time since 1986, “‘reflecting the
increasing costs of maintaining,
operating and improving the 13
metroparks,” said director Wil
liam P. Sherman. (See related
story.)

They reflect a trend to relying
on property tax revenues
(55.2 percent in '93 versus 56.6
percent in '92) and more on opera
ting revenues (26.3 percent in ‘93

How fees
will change

Metroparks visitors will get free
admission Tuesdays in 1993 and
pay varying fees other days.

“The variable fees are an at-
tempt to encourage use of the
parks throughout the week and to
hold down costs for people on lim-
ited incomes,” said William P.
Sherman, director of the 13-park
system.

On balance, the fee increases
will add $500,000 in revenue,
boosting budgeted operating reve-
nue to $8.5 million, said control-
ler David L. Wahl.

Here is how fees will change:

M Annual vehicle fees for most
people will rise to $15 from the
$10 fee set in 1986.

B Senior citizens' annual stickers
will go to $8 form the current $5.
B Annual permits will have
coupons on the back for free
rounds of par3 golf, crosscountry
ski equipment or pool entry.

B Annual boat launch fees will go
to $18 (from $13) general; for sen-
jor citizens, to $9 (from $6).

Daily fees will rise for the first
time since 1979. Major changes:
B Tuesdays are free.

B Weekend and holiday rates will
rise to $3 (from $2). Weekday fee
. remains at $2.

e ——————— )
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versus 25.1 percent in '92)
Visitors to the favorite area
parks like Kensington, near

Brighton, and Stony Creek, near
Rochester, may not notice major
maintenance items in these older
spots. Lake Erie one of the
newest, located at the mouth of
the Huron River will get sever
al improvements

’x "ltlJUr l)rllu!d“l llll‘lfli\t‘ult‘n[
will be the addition of a third
Voyageur canoe 34 -foot craft
carrying 22 people. Stony Creek,
Metro Beach and Oakweods will

a

each have one of the popular year. &S -
canoes used in the 17th and 18th Property tax revenue will be al- WASHTENAW E:‘ 0\ r - 1. METRO BEACH 7. KUDSON MILLS
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AVIA 1270 WUG LADIES AEROBIC SHOES
Leather upper for comfort and
durabilty. support strap upper
PU footframe midsole for
cushioning with anatormical

comb, and Wash
tenaw
Property owners pay a voted

0.23 mill tax. Cost to the owner of

Livingston

a $100,000 house, assessed at
half, is $11.52 a year, for a
$150,000 house, $17.27 a year

HCMA operates 13 metroparks
covering 24,000 acres, or just un
der 2,000 acres per park. All are
on or near the Huron and Clinton
rivers, which start in northern
Oakland County and roughly en
circle the region. Sherman said
park visits totaled 9 million last
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OBITUARIES

HERMAN F. BORCHERTS

Services for Herman F. Borcherts,
91, of Plymouth and Florida were
Monday, Dec. 28, at Casterline
Funeral Home in Northville. Bur-
ial was at Glen Eden Memorial
Park Cemetery, Livonia.

Mr. Borcherts was born Nov.
22, 1901, in Wilhelmshaven, Ger-
many. He died Wednesday, Dec
23, in Plymouth. He retired from
the Cadillac division of General
Motors Corp. in 1966, having
served 45 years with Cadillac. He
was a member of Christ Lutheran
Church in Florida and the Elks
Club in Englewood, Fla.

He is survived by his wife,
Agnues Borcherts of Plymouth and
Flarida; one daughter, Carol Bor-
cherts of Plymouth; two sons,
Robert Borcherts of Ann Arbor
and Frederick Borcherts of North-
ville; and four grandchildren.

The Rev. Dwight D. Forshee, of
Hospice of Washtenaw, Ann Ar-
bor, officiated the funeral service.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Hospice of Washtenaw,
804 Airport Blvd., Ann Arbor,
Mith. 48108.

- El
RIQHARD D. OSTYN
Seryices for Richard D. Ostyn, 44,
of Canton were Saturday, Dec. 26,
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
Burial was at Cadillac Memorial
Gardens West. He died Wednes-
day, Dec. 23.

He is survived by two daugh-
ters, Jennifer Ostyn and Sydney
Ostyn of Canton; three sisters,
Jeanette Vanhouten, Yvonne Wil-
liams and Rene Ostyn; and four
brothers, Henry Ostyn, Ray Os-

tyn, Joe Ostyn and George Ostyn.
The Rev. Ray Bucon officiated

* %

| the service. Arrangements were

made by Uht Funeral Home. Me
morial contributions may be

| made to the American Cancer So

clely
|

LLOYD D. COURTNEY

Services for Lloyd D. Courtney,
57, of Plymouth were Tuesday,
Dec. 29, at Schrader Funeral
Home. Burial was at Barrie Union
Cemetery, Ontario, Canada.

He was born June 9, 1925, in
Huntsville, Ontario, Canada. He
died Saturday, Dec. 26, in Livo
nia.

Mr. Courtney came to Plym-
outh 10 years ago from Livonia.
He attended high school in Bar-
rie, Ontario. He retired 10 years
ago. He was a residential builder
and Realtor in the Plymouth/
Livonia community. He was a
member of the Plymouth Stamp
Club and was formerly active in
the Canadian Legion. He served
in the Canadian Air Force during
World War I1.

Mr. Courtney is survived by
two sons, James A. Courtney of
Plymouth and Douglas G. Court-
ney of Northville; six grandchil-
dren; four sisters; and one
brother.

The Rev. Robert Miller officiat-
ed the funeral service. Memorial
contributions may be made to the
American Lung Association.

WILLIAM K. WINANS
Services for William K. Winans,
60, of Ellenton, Fla., previously of
Canton, will be 11 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 23, at St. Michael’s Lutheran
Church in Canton.

He was born in Union Town-

Meeting called to order at 4:08 p.m.
The agenda was adopted.

Requisition Certificate No. 96
$2,519,792.74 were approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

Publish- Decemnber 31, 1992

Western Townships Utilities Authority
Board of Commissioners Meeting Synopsis
4 p.m. Monday, December 14, 1992
Northville Township Hall
41600 Six Mile Road, Northville, Michigan

Present: Thomas J. Yack, Kathleen A. Keen-McCarthy, Karen Baja.

The minutes of the regular meeting of November 23, 1992, were approved.
and Requisition Certificate 97 totalling

The Engineer’s Update was received and filed.

Chairman Yack was authorized to execute a contract with Ayres, Lewis, Norris
& May, Inc. fortheintaimopeﬂtlomandmlntemmoﬂheWTUAsystemal
acostnottoexceedlll.nlnmonthfortheMlddlengeEQbuinmdpump
station and $10,500 a month for the Lower Rouge EQ basin and pump station.

KAREN BAJA, Secretary

This is a synopsis. A complete copy of the minutes may be reviewed at the
WTUA offices, 46555 Port Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170.

ship, Pa, and died Wednesday,
Dec. 16, in Bradenton, Fla. He
came to Florida from Canton five
years ago. He was a retired rail-
road superintendent for Ford Mo
tor Co. He served in the U.S. Air
Force.
Mr. Winans is survived by his
wife, Hilda Winans of Ellenten;
| two daughters, Diana Gorley of
Canton and Jean Peplinski of
Canton; two sons, Daniel Winans
| of Northville and Kenneth D.
| Winans of Bradenton; three
i brothers, Lawrence Winans Jr. of
| Shickshinny, Pa., Richard of
Sparks, Nev., and Donald Winans
of Herdon, Va.; and six grandchil-
dren.

Memorial contributions may be
given to the local heart associa-
tion or the American Cancer Soci-
ety. Arrangements were made by
Toale Brothers Trust 100 West
Chapel in Bradenton.

@
JONATHAN S. ROADES

Services for Jonathan S. Roades,
infant, of Plymouth were Tues-
day, Dec. 22, at United Memorial
Gardens Cemetery.

He was born and died Tuesday,
Dec. 15, at Grace Hospital in De-
troit.

He is survived by his parents,
Ricky L. Roades of Plymouth and
Lynn R. Roades of Plymouth; one
brother, Garrett Roades of Plym-
outh; grandmother, Margaret
Wosika of Oklahoma City, Okla.;
grandparents, Ken Smith of Okla-
homa City and Wana Smith of
Oklahoma City and several aunts
and uncles.

The Rev. Jack Williams offici-
ated the service. Arrangements
were made by Schrader Funeral
Home.
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Train show on this weekend

Plymouth Yard Hobbies and
Gifts which caters to model train
enthusiasts presents its annual
Toy Train Show in Taylor this
weekend.

Show hours are 11 am. to 6
p.m. Saturday and 10 am. to 4

p.m. Sunday at the Sheridan
Community Center, 12111 Par-
dee. Admission is $3 per person
and $1 for kids under 12 with an
adult.

The show features more than
200 dealer tables of new, used and

antique toy trains for sale There
will be dealers from Michigan and
four surrounding states. Refresh
ments will also be available.

There will also be an operating
train display featuring a special
Lionel Trains “0" gauge layout
more than 100 feet long.

MILITARY NEWS

To submit your military announcement,, send the
material printed or typewritten to: Nancy C. Penn-
ington, Plymouth/Canton Observer, 744 Wing,

Plymouth, Mich. 48170.

B MARINE PFC. TODD A. ROTH, a 1991 graduate
of Plymouth Canton High School, reported for
duty with Marine Aviation Training Support

Group, Naval Air Station, Cecil Field, Fla. He

B PVY. NOELLE E. ORTIZ has completed basic

training in Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. Ortiz is :
the daughter of Edwin R. and Katherine J. Ortiz 5

of Canton.

I SECOND LT. DOUGLAS T. SOHO, son of Walter
and Nancy Soho of Plymouth, received his pilot
wings at Williams Air Force Base, Arizona. He
was recognized as the top contact pilot, top forma-
tion pilot and received the commander’s trophy for
graduating number one in his class. He will be
stationed in Charleston, S.C., as a pilot on a C-
141. Soho is a 1987 graduate of Plymouth Salem
High School and a 1991 graduate of the U.S. Air

Force Academy.

Home Heating

August 1990.

|
i joined the Marine Corps in March 1992.

B NAVY CONSTRUCTIONMAN RECRUIT MICHAEL
$. LOVELAND, son of Basil W. Loveland of Can-
ton, completed the Navy's Builders Course. The
1991 graduate of Stevenson High School, Sterling
Heights, joined the Navy in April 1992.

B MARINE LANCE CPL. NATHANIAL J. SECON-
8KY, son of Susan K. Tiliski of Plymouth, report-
ed for duty with 2nd Assault Amphibian Battal-
ion, 2nd Marine Division, Marine Corps Base,
Camp Lejeune, N.C. The 1990 graduate of Livonia
Franklin High School joined the Marine Corps in

0il Accounts

of ECKLES OIL CO.

Ely Fuel, Inc. of Northville is ready, willing and able
to assist you with your heating oil requirements and

furnace maintenance needs.

We are a full service, third generation

company.

We specialize in automatic or will
30 day or annual budget payment plans.

We service and install oil warm air
boilers only (oil heat is our specialty).

(since 1920)

call deliveries with

furnaces and

For continued comfort delivered to your home

**+PLEASE CALL***

ELY FUEL, INC.
349-3350 or 1-800-252-4-ELY

316 N. Center St.

Northville, Michigan 48167
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How would this man compose a

“The hardest thing in the world to understand is the income tax”

| RELATIVELY intelligent
| physicist looking 1ori

| companion,

preferrably

one who can explain

income tax forms

- PERSONAL SCENE ad?

perhaps something like this:

—Albert Einstein

Personal Scene Ads in The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers allow you to record a

message in your own voice
paper, they can dial your code,
You can call, day or night, to ge!

over the phone. That way when people see your ad in the
hear your message and leave a message of their own.
tyour messages. It's fast, it's easy, and it helps people

find out more about each other. Book in today's classifieds or call your Observer & Eccentric
ad taker and ask about our introductory offer. You might find a friend who will do your taxes

One who is, in theory, relatively
intelligent
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available in: business, commu-
nications, computer program-
ming, dance and aerobics, inte-
rior design, culinary arts,
equine arts, financial planning,
health, languages, management,
math, music, painting and
drawing, real estate, retirement
living, science, small business
management and technology.

Students can pay for classs
by check, Visa, Mastercard or
Discover.

[ will try to save money.”
“I will try to save money.”
“I will try to save money.”

If this is your New Year’s resolution,
we're the store for you.
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Perfect for kids
S, of all ages with
holiday money

& 7oy Setdier Skop
3947 W. 12 Mile - Berkley
(313) 543-3115 - MSat 10530, Frl 104

Need A
NEW FURNACE OR

AIR CONDITIONER
call Us!!!

CALL
Denmark Heating TO GET YOU STARTED, WE'VE JUST TAKEN ADDITIONAL PRICE REDUCTIONS STOREWIDE. LOOK FOR THE .
& ;o;g':lgo “MANAGER'’S SPECIAL” TAGS AND YOU'LL FIND SAVINGS OF 10% TO 70% OFF THE REGULAR RETAIL
722 PRICE ON FINE FURNITURE AND MAJOR APPLIANCES. AS ALWAYS, YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED

OR YOUR MONEY BACK.
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" DINING TABLES |

WINDSHIELD As Low As $T79°%8 SIZES VARY |
WASHER SOFAS AS LOW AS 334988 .
FLUID s -
¢ e 108 s |
8 9 LOVESEATS o 88
2 LITER AS LOW AS $1 4988 AS LOW AS 249
| WASHERS
P R As Low as Y9988 astowas T269 |
12102 E0F Ok ACLENY TAEL-S ELECTRIC DRYERS
COFFES ol rs Low as #1998 <
NEW YEAR'S EVE ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
FROM 9:00 P.M. $ 88
TO 6:00 A.M. asLow as *199
x K % SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET [
W oy o B 12001 SEARS AVE. OVERSTOCKED!
: LIVONIA EXCEPTIONAL
M oot VALUES
PHONE: 422-5700 A ATTAI:'%SSES :J
. E‘.E;f:::;'m?;:dﬁ.s::%gp.m?';;i% BOX s;ggggs
E n n.°':" +rm, .ms‘:zpr:colvod"
COFFEE s Latiron: SOLD IN SETS AND SOME
;:I.or";nn‘l‘::' 8o hurry! All items are subject to

PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED + LIMITED STYLES, QUANTITIES AND MODELS
Merchandise selection consists of new, used, reconditioned and damaged merchandise.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON.-FRI. 10:00 A.M. TO 9:00 P.M., SAT. 10:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M., SUNDAY 12:00 NOON TO 5:00 P.M.
— SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS —

DEC. 31st JAN. 1st JAN. 2nd JAN. 3rd 4
10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. ¢ 11:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.m. * 9:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. ®  12:00 NOON to 5:00 PM.

CLUB

BUY 6 CUPS (ANY SIZE)
GET THE 7TH FREE
SEE STORE FOR DETAIL

PRICES EFFECTIVE THRU JAN. 9
" 1993 AT PARTICIPATING STORES




A MONTH
FOR 24 MONTHS*
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THE ARITHMETIC THE TERMS ~ OPTIONS
I&donthly Lte?;e Payment... <« $ 223.35* ® Lessee may have the option to purchase tlhe car at lease end ata INCLU DED ARE:

umberolMonifns:. ... iraae 24 price to be negotiated with the dealer at lease signing: However, . ;
Cash DownPayment .. ........... $1,500.00 lessee has no obligation to purchase the vehicle at lease end. = 3.0L 6-(;y1mder Automatic
Refundable Security Deposit $ ‘2500 W lesseels responsible for excess wear and tear and $.11 per mile for Overdrive
Total Due at Lease Inception 251'948"35 a8 aﬂﬁgg&o&mgesm tirst months’ lease payment and @ Alr Condifioning
Total Amount of Payments . .. ... .. $5,360.40 cash down payment du%Om lease inception. = m Rear Window Defrost
To_tal Mileage Allowed . .......... 30,000 @ Lease subject to credit approval and insurability as determined by a Speed Control
Mileage Charge Over 30,000. . . . 11° per mile Ford Credit. . m Light Group

m Power Locks

. m Power Seat

Lease payment is based on capitalized cost which is 88.46% of MSR.P. (M.SRP. is $19,093) on 1993 Taurus GL with PE.P a And More

204A. Capitalized cost based on leases purchased by Ford Credit between October, 1991 and July, 1992. Monthly lease
payment of $223.35, refundable security deposit of $225, down payment of $1500, totaling $1948.35 due at lease inception.
Total amount of monthly payments is $5360.40. Lease payment includes destination & FDAF charges, but excludes title

. and taxes and is based on a closed end 24 month Red Carpet Lease from Ford Credit. Lessee may have the option but is
not obligated to purchase the vehicle at lease end at a price to be negotiated with the dealer at lease signing. Lessee is
responsible for excess wear and tear and §. 11 per mile for mileage over 30,000 miles. Lease subject to credit approval and
insurability as determined by Ford Credit. See dealer for his price and terms. For special terms, take new retail delivery
from dealer stock by January 5, 1993. ‘

Visit your VIETRO DETROIT FORD DEALER
throughout the Tri-County Area...

o Fiat Rock ORD Redtord Southgate
808 ;Im”mw s.nnm.“noul DICK MeQUISTON FORD 550 W. 'm.n::du' PAT MILLIKEN FORD SOUTHGATE FORD m'nono.m mMam
26333 van Dyke 22675 Gibraltar Road 3491400 9600 Telegraph Road 16600 Fort Street 777 John R 37300 Michigan Avenue
766-2100 782-2400 ok 256-3100 282-3636 585-4000 721-2600
RIVERSIDE FORD SALES Uvonia § Pork Rochester $t. Clair Shores Westland
Doarb o FORD SALES 1822 E. Jefferson Avenue BiLL BROWN FORD %W HUNTINGTON FORD ROY O'BRIEN g:g‘wwﬂm NORTH BROTHERS FORD
14585 Michigan Averiue 567.0250 %th 967.3700 ws Rochester Road %lemMuoRoad 437800 Road mmm
848.5000 ton Hilts Mt Plymouth mo-h Warren Woodhaven
23535 Michigan Avenue 39300 W. 10 Mite Road 35900 Gratiot Avenue 41001 Aoad 550 N. Woodward Avenve 8000 Ford Lane W E Mile Road 22025 Allen Road
. 4741234 206-0020 4531 3 548-4100 2687500 - LA 676-2200 m J
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Christmas trees

n Plymouth Township, Christmas trees will
be picked up at the curb Jan. 4-8 on your
scheduled collection day.

Because the trees will be composted, plese re-
move tinsel, garland and non-organic materials.
Plastic tree disposal bags must be removed and
placed in with regular trash.

Natural wreaths will also be accepted and com-
posted, if non-organic materials and wire are re-

moved.
Township residents should remember that if a

holiday falls on your collection day, collection will
be one day later.

Special kid

B lake Darling, 7, a first grader at Bird Ele-

mentary, raised $67 and donated it to the
Salvation Army for needy kids by organiz-
ing a caroling group in his neighborhood.

“He came up with the idea all by himself,” his
mom reported, adding, “The neighbors really liked
it, too.”

Joining Blake in the caroling group were 23
adults and seven kids in his Portsmouth Crossing
neighborhood.

Going to Washington

T en Plymouth and Canton high school girls

e e

have been included on the Mid-American
Pompon All Star Team to represent the
state in the presidential inaugural parade Jan. 20

in Washington D.C.

. 'T\'/};y ;;fifciLm?::éfﬂljf:dﬁig}:nﬁﬁfnsti ;:f:m Best wishes: The editorial 'staff of the Plymouth Observer sends best wishes to our readers this holiday season.
E)(,idy and Kelly Morgans"'and Plymouth Canton Staffers are, first row, Marilyn Fitchett, assistant managing editor (left); Ralph Echtinaw, county reporter; Nancy
High students Andrea Socarl, Dana Grond- Pennington, receptionist; Julie Brown, suburban life reporter; Mary Beth Dillon, reporter. Second row, Joann
zieleski, Monica Shields, Erin Ryan and Christy Maliszewski, reporter; Sharon LeMieux, photographer; Sandra Armbruster, editorial page editor. Third row,
Chq?}:zllé 8 s 4100 ik wetizol gits Barry Jensen, assistantcopy desk supervisor; Jeff Counts, Canton editor; Sue Mason, Wayne County Suburban
A e ll\/lichringx;n?rep(:esenting S b Life editor; Kevin Brown, reporter; Jim Ritz, copy editor; Hugh Gallagher, assistant managing editor/copy desk;
schools. - Beth Sundrla, copy editor; Matt Jachman copy editor; Bob Sklar, assistant managing editor/special projects.

New Realtor
N adia Ayoub of Plymouth Township earned ‘ 5

her Realtor’s license in November and is
now working for Quality Real Estate Inc.-
Better Homes and Gardens of Plymouth.

'HERE ARE YOUR CHOICES...
FOR THE SAME LOW PRICE! |

Ameriea’s Best-Selling Swalll Cans!" 2 poveren v revsans
. m Air Conditioning mPower Steering mRear
Window Defroster mLight Group mRemovable

THE 1993 FORD ESCORT LX Control Mirtors @Remote el Door Release

= AM/FM Radio mClearcoat Paint mLuggage

3-DOOR, 4-DOOR, 5-DOOR & WAGON e e

: ~ — (not on wagon)
o Gas-Stin
Z | ‘ : &
s e k. -Door Hatchback < Wagon ¢
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SPECIAL
EVENTS

B “CINDERELLA"

The Plymouth Branch of the
AAUW will present a play at
7:30 p.m. Thursday and Fri-
day, Jan. 21-22, and at 10
a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 23, at Plymouth
Salem High School Audito-
rium. Tickets available at
all Plymouth Canton Ele-
mentary schools on Jan. 12
and 13. Beginning Sunday,
Jan. 17, tickets available at
the Rainbow Shop at Ann
Arbor Road and Sheldon
Roads. 455-7153.

B SEMINARS

The City of Plymouth will
sponsor two free seminars at
the Plymouth Cultural Cen-
ter, 525 Farmer Road. The
advantages of a living trust
will be discussed 1-3 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 25; protecting
assets from the high cost of
nursing home care will be
presented 1-3 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 1. 455-6623.

B AUDITIONS

Plymouth Community Cho-
rus announces auditions for
all voice parts at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 5, at First
United Methodist Church of
Plymouth, on North Territo-
rial, west of Sheldon Road.
455-4080.

SPORTS

B WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
The City of Plymouth Parks
& Recreation Department
needs one more team to fill
its Adult League. Games
will be played on Monday
nights at Central Middle
School. Call Tom Willette,
455-6620.

N QIRLS SOCCER

The Canton Cruisers team,
which plays in the Under 14
Division of the Little Cae-
sars Soccer league, needs
good players for the spring
1993 season. If interested,
and if birth date is on or af-
ter Aug. 1, 1978, call coach
Carl Brey, 453-5547.

CLASS TIME

B DOWNHILL SKIING

City of Plymouth Parks &
Recreation Department of-
fers lessons for adults and
children over 8 years of age.
Lessons begin Jan. 4 at
Riverview Highlands Ski
Area. 455-6620.

B MUSIC LESSONS

Canton Parks and Recre-
ation Services will sponsor a
six-week Fun with Music for
all age groups at Arnoldt
Williams Music beginning
Jan. 11. Hands-on playing
experience using the latest
in digital piano technology.
Call 453-6586 or sign up di-
rectly with the music store,
located at 5701 Canton Cen-
ter Road in Canton.

® STORY TIME

Register with Plymouth
District Library for story
time for toddlers or pres-
choolers. %453-0750.

B PLYMOUTH YMCA

Winter programs include
Stop Smoking/Weight Con-
trol Clinic, 6-8:30 p.m. Jan.
8; Bridge for Beginners, six
weeks, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Jan.
12; Driver’s Education, Jan.
12-28; and “Y" Super
Sitters, Jan. 12 to March 2.

453-2904.

B CHILDSIRTH

The Plymouth Childbirth

Education Association of-

fers classes, 459-7477.
Livonia Childbirth, call

937-0665.

FOR YOUR
HEALTH

B BLOOD PRESSURE

Family Home Care offers
free screening the first Mon-
day of each month. Next
screening is 1-5 p.m. Jan. 4
at Beyer Drugs, 480 N. Main
Street, Plymouth.

B VISUALLY IMPAIRED
Radio reading/information
service is available, free of
charge, for blind and visual-
ly impaired listeners. Call
Detroit Radio Information
Service (DRIS), WDET-FM
at (313) 577-4146.

B ADULT CARE

Foster care is needed for
adults with mental retarda-
tion. Call 455-8880 in .
Wayne County.

8 WALKERS

Group walks are 10 a.m.
Monday-Friday in the Com-
munity Room at St. John
Neumann Church, 44800
Warren in Canton, 455-9042.

EDUCATION

@ READING ASSISTANCE
Free adult tutoring and con-
fidential skills assessment.
Community Literacy Coun-
cil, 451-6555.

B FREE CLASSES

IBM training and GED
training, Plymouth-Canton
Community Education, 451-
6555.

VOLUNTEERS

H PLYMOUTH CHAMBER
Volunteers are needed for
typing and stuffing of enve-
lopes, labeling and sorting of
mailings, telephoning and
photocopying. 453-1540.

B ALZHEIMER'S

Volunteers are needed to as-
sist with Adult Day Care
Program for people with
memory impairment, 557-
8277.

@ MEAL DELIVERY
Volunteers needed to pack-
age or deliver meals to
homebound seniors living in
the Plymputh-Canton com-
munity, 326-4444.

H FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Focus:HOPE provides food
to eligible Canton seniorcit-
izens at the Canton Recre-
ation Center, 397-1000 Ext.
278.

B HEALTH CARE
Volunteers needed at the
Plymouth Arbor Health
Building Urgent Care, and
McAuley Health Building,
Canton, 572-4159.

B PLYMOUTH YMCA
Volunteers needed, 453-
2904.

SENIOR
CITIZENS

B SENIOR ALLIANCE
Seniors needing help with
outdoor chores may call the
Senior Chore Referral Pro-
gram at 722-2830.

B HEALTH CARE
Speakerson long-term
health care and Medicare
are available. Call Patty
Jamison at 455-0510.

B HOSPICE SPEAKERS
Hospice Services of Western
Wayne County has volun-
teers available to speak to
church groups and civic or-
ganizations, 522-4244.

B CLASSES
Canton Recreation Center,
397-5446.

CLUB CALL

B THREE CITIES ART

Club meets 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 4, at Plymouth
Dunning-Hough Library,
223 S. Main. An art video
and business meeting will
be held. Guests welcome.
Call Sue Argiroff, president,
422-8106.

B 60PLUSCLUB

Potluck luncheon is noon
Monday, Jan. 4, at the First
United Methodist Church,
45201 North Territorial
Road in Plymouth. Bring
your own service. Mr. Jo-
seph Yanuke of Toastmas-
ters International will speak
on “The Magic of Humor.”

B TOPS WEIGHT LOSS
Group will have an open
house at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 14, at Geneva
Presbyterian Church, 5835
Sheldon in Canton. Call Pat
Gabriault, 454-1319.

B CANTON NEWCOMERS
General meeting is 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6, at Sun-
flower Village Association,
45800 Hanford Road. 981-
3808 or 453-8720.

B WOMAN'S CLUB

Woman'’s Club of Plymouth
will meet at 12:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 8, at Plymouth
Historical Museum. “The
Changing Role of Women in
the Nineteenth Century”
will be presented by Muse-
um Director Beth Stewart.
Includes tour of museum.

B UNITED WAY

The annual meeting of the
Plymouth Community Unit-
ed Way will be 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 19, at the Plym-
outh Canton Community
Schools Administration
Building, 454 South Harvey,
Plymouth. Four Board
members and four officers
will be elected. Public invit-
ed. 453-6879.

8 VFW CANTON POST

Post No. 6967 will meet at 8
p.m. every first Monday of
the month at Mayflower-Lt.
Gamble Post No. 6695, 1426
S. Mill Street in Plymouth.
New residents being trans-
ferred from other posts will
be welcomed. 397-2444 or
459-8027.

B TOASTMASTERS CLUS
Oral Majority meets 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Den-
ny’s Restaurant, 39550 Ann
Arbor Road in Plymouth.
Call Ken Morley, 277-2709
(evenings).

B PLYMOUTH PIECEMAKERS
Meetings are 7 p.m. the
third Thursday of the month
at First Presbyterian

Church of Plymouth, 701 W.
Church. Call 455-3838.

B DEMOCRATIC CLUB
Canton Club meets 7 p.m.
the fourth Wednesday each
month at the Cherry Hill
Schoolhouse, corner of
Ridge and Cherry Hill roads.
397-0545.

8 WOOLGATHERERS
Knitting Guild meets 6:30
p-m. the third Thursday of
every month in the Salva-
tion Army building at 9451
S. Main in Plymouth Town-
ship. Call Karen Rumptz at
420-4022.

H STAMP CLUB

West Suburban Stamp Club
meets 8 p.m. the first and
third Friday of the month at
Plymouth Cultural Center,
525 Farmer.

IN SUPPORT

B HEART PATIENTS

Group meets 7:30-9 p.m.
every third Friday at Arbor
Health Building Communi-
ty Room, corner of Harvey
and Ann Arbor Trail, Plym-
outh. Call Jack Bologna,
459-8787 (days only).

W SELF HELP

Never Say Never obsessive-
compulsive group meets bi-
weekly at 7 p.m. Thursdays
at First Baptist Church,
45000 N. Territorial Road,
Plymouth. Call Audrey Har-
rison, 453-0384, or Lois Tur-
pel, 522-3022.

B JOB SERVICE

MESC can provide busi-
nesses or homeowners with
temporary workers for fix-up
and cleanup projects. (313)
876-5627.

@ KIDNEY PATIENTS

Group is forming for poly-
cystic kidney patients and
family members. Call Carol
Pauli, 981-5192.

B ALZHEIMER'S

Group for caregivers meets
7:30-8:30 p.m. the third
Tuesday of every month at
St. John Neumann, 44800
Warren in Canton. Call
Rosemarie Shim, 697-8051,
or Anne Lilla, 557-8277.

B ADULT RECOVERY
Chemical Dependency Out-
patient Program provides
therapy for adults at
Straigpt Inc., 42320 Ann Ar-
bor Road, Plymouth. Call

453-2610.

TCrRTTREE

Evert:

The Plymouth and Canton Observers welcome Calendar items. Items should be from non-profit com-
munity groups or individuals announcing a community program or event. Please type or print
the information below and mail your item to The Calendar, Plymouth Observer, 744 Wing,
Plymouth, MI. 48170, or by fax to 313-459-4224. Deadline for Calendar items is noon
Friday for the following Thursday’s paper. Call 459-2700 if you have any questions.

'CALENDAR

 PLYMOUTH

8 SELF-HELP

Families Anonymous meets
7-9 p.m. Sundays at Geneva
Presbyterian Church, 5835
N. Sheldon in Canton. 397-
8595.

Families Anonymous
meets 8 p.m. Thursdays, St.
John Neumann Church,
44800 Warren, Canton. 453-
2811.

5 TOUGH LOVE

Meets 7 p.m. Mondays. Par-
ent group meets at Faith
Community Church, 46001
Warren, Canton. 981-5967.

B ALZHEIMER'S GROUP
Meets 7 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month
in Leisure Village, 31720
Van Born in Wayne. 326-
8030.

NEARBY

B HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

New year jubilee — Alcohol
and drug-free New Year’s
Eve celebration offers a
choice of over 25 different
acts at various locations
around the Depot Town area
of Ypsilanti from 6 p.m.-
midnight. (313) 482-4920.

Matthaei Gardens — “A
Silent Night” features deer,
birds, trees and a 100-year-
old antique sleigh. Display
is free through Jan. 3. 1800
N. Dixboro Road, Ann Ar-
bor. (313) 998-7061.

Belle Isle Aquarium —
Free admission to aquarium
and conservatory through
holidays. Hours, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. daily.

New Year’s Eve — “First
Night/Birmingham” is an
alcohol-free, all-family cele-
bration, beginning 4 p.m. to-
day at 11 locations in and
around downtown Birming-
ham. (313) 540-6688.

B BREAST CANCER STUDY
Women who are at risk for
developing breast cancer are
needed to participate in a
five-year study, conducted
by McAuley Cancer Care in
Ann Arbor, that will help
determine if the disease can
be prevented through drug
treatment. Call (313) 572-
5907.

B PARKINSON'S SUPPORY
“How did you deal with hol-
iday stress?"’ will be the to-
pic of small group discus-
sions by members and
guests of the support group
at 1:45 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 10,
in the Education Center Au-
ditorium of Building 5305
on the McAuley Health Sys-
tem campus on Huron River
Drive in Ann Arbor. 930-
6335.

B MATTHAE! GARDENS
January adult education
classes will begin Jan. 12 in
Ann Arbor. Classes include

Date and Time:

l!:‘z‘ll .

TelepLone:

AddLional inf.

national honor society in education. Madonna
University students are Laura E. Hanis and Julie

To submit your academic honor or graduation an-
nouncement to Campus Notes, send the material
printed or typewritten to: Nancy C. Pennington,
Plymouth-Canton Observer, 744 Wing Street,
Plymouth, Mich, 481 70.

B LESLEY SPITERI of Canton was inducted into
the Sigma Xi chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, the inter-

national honor society in education. Spiteri is one
of 19 Madonna University students studying to be
teachers and one faculty member who were in-
ducted into the society. Other area members newly
inducted are Venetia K. Burdiss of Livonia, De-
mara L. Crespi of Redford, Renee M. Dormon of
Livonia, Marcy A. Miller of Livonia, Jill Moun-
tain of Northville and Laura Rychlinski of Red-
ford. The organization is committed to excellence

continents.

and equal opportunity in the field of education.
Pledging fidelity to humanity, service, science and
toil, the honor society has included Margaret
Mead and John Dewey as members and currently
has a membership of over 58,000 educators on two

B TWO PLYMOUTH residents were inducted into
the Sigma Xi chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, the inter-

conifers/landscape, adult
botany, plant propagation,
winter hiker and Wednesday
a.m. hiker. Register, (313)
998-7061.

Conservatory tours are at
10 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m. and 3
p.m. Saturdays. Jan. 16, 23
and 30; and 2 p.m. and 3
p.m. Sundays, Jan. 17, 24
and 31. Trail tours will be at
2 p.m. Jan. 9 and 10. Regis-
ter, (313) 998-7061.

® PARTNERS AGAINST
CRIME

Volunteers are needed to
help first offenders turn
from crime. Persons inter-
ested in helping young
adults change their lives are
invited to attend any of the
following meetings at 15999
W. 12 Mile Road in South-
field: 7-9 p.m. Jan. 12; 1-3
p.m. Jan. 13; 9-11 a.m. Jan.
16. (313) 559-7223.

# TOY TRAINS

Detroit Historical Museum
— From noon-2 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 2, old toy trains
may be appraised. Train
display is at museum, 5401
Woodward Avenue at Kirby
in the University Cultural
Center.

Sheridan Community
Center — Toy train show in
Taylor is 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 2, and 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 3. 459-
3160.

B TAX AID VOLUNTEERS
The Washtenaw County
Council on Aging is in need
of individuals interested in
becoming volunteers to as-
sist low income senior
adults in obtaining Home-
stead Property Tax Credits,
prescription drug rebates
and home heating credits.
Training workshop in Janu-
ary. (313) 665-3625.

@ TENNIS CLASSES

Free classes are offered at
Livonia Family YMCA on
Dec. 28 and Jan. 5. Register,
261-2161.

@ HEALTH CARE

Cancer support group —
Catherine McAuley Health
System presents a free can-
cer support group for pa-
tients and significant others
7-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays,
Jan. 13 to March 3 at Re-
ichert Health Building
Room 1014, 5301 E. Huron
River Drive in Ann Arbor.
Register by calling Linda
Eidelman, 572-3958.

Breast cancer — Discus-
sion group meets 7-8:30 p.m.
the third Thursday of each
month in the Radiation On-
cology Waiting Room, St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann
Arbor. (313) 572-3521.

Prostate Cancer — Sup-
port group information, 572-
555685.

Teen support group — For
teens whose parents have
been diagnosed with cancer,
call Linda Eidelman, (313)
572-3958.

Cancer education — Call
Debbie Mattison, (313) 572-
2920.

B COMEDY

Performance of “Sly Fox" is
Jan. 20-24 and Jan. 26-30 at
Fries Auditorium, Grosse
Pointe War Memorial, 32
Lake Shore, Grosse Pointe
Farms. Tickets, 881-4004,
Dinner reservations, 881-
7611.

B STOP SMOKING

St. Mary Hospital in Livo-
nia offers a course designed
by American Cancer Society.

H ARTS AND CRAFTS
Madonna University’s 8th
annual juried spring show-
case is March 27 and 28. Ap-
plication deadline is Feb. 26.
For application call 591-
5127.

B DINNER DANCE

Fifth annual dance is a
black-tie benefit for contin-
uing the preservation and
restoration of the Henry
Ford Estate-Fair Lane on
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn’s campus on April
3, 1993 at The Ritz Carlton,
Dearborn. 593-5590.

B ART/PHOTOGRAPHY

The Michigan Horse Coun-
cil will sponsor its second
annual competition in con-
)unctlon with its 1993 Mich-
igan Horse Expo in Lansing
March 12-14. All children
ages nine through 19 are eli-
gible for the Youth Division.
Deadline for entries is Feb.
15. For entry form call (517)
468-3314 or write to the
MHC at PO Box 18216,
Lansing, Mich. 48901-8216.

@ SMOKE STOPPERS

Free introductory session to
assist nicotine-patch users
and others who wish to quit
smoking is 7:30-9 p.m. at
Jan. 12 and 14 at St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital Education
Center in Ann Arbor. Regis-
ter, (313) 572-5555 or (800)
472-9696.

B ST. MARY HOSPITAL
Childbirth classes — Seven
week course, any evening,
Monday-Thursday, 7-9 p.m.
Livonia, 5§91-2922.

CPR class — 6-10 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 12. Register
before Monday, Jan. 4, 591-
2922.

Diabetics course — Class-
es 1-3 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, Jan. 12-Feb. 4.
Register before Tuesday,
Jan. 5, 591-2922.

Diabetics support group
— 7-8:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 13, in the Pavilion Con-
ference Room B in the Ma-
rian Professional Building,
adjacent to the hospital.
591-2922.

Cholesterol /blood pres-
sure — Screenings are 9
a.m.-noon Saturday, Feb. 6,
in Pavilion Conference
Room. Register, 591-2922.

B SUBSTANCE ABUSE
During January Brighton
Hospital will host two free
programs aimed at helping
the family and friends of
chemically dependent peo-
ple. 7 p.m. Jan. 5 and Jan.
19 at the hospital’s chapel,
just off exit 151 of the [-96
freeway, west of Kensington
Road. (313) 227-1211.

B BLOOD DONATIONS

The first 450 people on each
Sunday, Jan. 3, will receive a
pair of vouchers to Detroit
Symphony Orchestra con-
certs in February. Informa-
tion on donor centers call 1-
800-582-4383. In Canton,
6700 Canton Center Road,
between Ford and Warren
Roads. Sponsored by Ameri-
can Red Cross’ special Save-
A-Life Sundays program, co-
sponsored by Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra and
WQRS-FM 105.1.

# DYSTROPHY SUPPORT
Reflex Sympathetic Dystro-
phy Support Group meets
6:30 p.m. Jan. 13 at Cathe-
rine McAuley Education
Center Auditorium in Ypsi-
lanti. Meets second
Wednesday each month.

Day or evening sessions be-
gin Jan. 265. 591-2922.

8. Tighe.

on campus Dec. 12.

(313) 428-9377.

B PLYMOUTH RESIDENTS received associate
degrees and certificates from Washtenaw Commu-
nity College. They are E. Michael Davis and Lou
Ann Hamblin. Winter commencement was held
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By M.B. DiLLON
Stary WRITER

Colleen Presley of Plymouth
has been selected as one of three
people to represent the United
States at an international con-
ference on autism in Paris,
France later this month

Presley, a teacher at Garden
City's Burger School, the na
tion's largest school for the au-
tistic, serves on Gov. Engler's
Michigan Partnership for New
Education. She was named
Teacher of the Year by the
Wayne County Autistic Society
in 1989.

Also presenting at the confer-
ence—to be attended by educa-
tional professionals from Africa,
Central and Eastern FEurope,
Latin America and Caribbean
nations—will be Dorothy Estelle
of Ann Arbor. School psycholo-
gist at Burger, Estelle is in her
32nd year with Garden City
Public Schools.

Conference-goers likely will be
astonished when Presley and
Estelle describe Burger—a
school that appears much like
any other, bustling with activity
and alive with the voices of ani-
mated students.

Throughout much of the rest
of the world, students with the
neurological disorder of autism
are institutionalized.

What makes the honor of rep-
resenting the U.S. especially
gratifying for Presley and Estelle

Parents

By M.B. DILLON
STAFF WRITER

When b5-year-old Jasmine
Knighton was struggling in a De-
troit Public School with prob-
lems his teachers couldn’t put a
finger on, it was a heartbreaking
experience for his mother.

“The teacher informed the
kids he was special and differ-
ent, so they were indifferent to
him, which was really hurtful to
me,” said Tonya Knighton. “I
would come home and just die, it
was so frustrating. Detroit
schools didn't have a school for
him; they had a room.”

A university health center
psychologist diagnosed Jasmine

SHARON LEMIEUX/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Creation station: Colleen Presley of Plymouth,.a teacher at Burger School for the
autistic, and student Jasmine,Knighton admire the manger scene made by Brian

Kieltyka (center). ¥~

is the fact that Burger School
came close to being demolished
and its students and staff
“dispersed” to schools through-
out the county a few years ago.

School officials said then that
asbestos removal and roof re-
pairs would be so costly that the
only feasible option was to close
the school and sell the site.

Local developer Marcello
Scappaticci had plans to raze
the building and construct con-
dominiums and single-family
homes on the land off Merriman

north of Ford Road.
Burger received a reprieve in
1990 when, through the work of

1991, the Wayne County inter-
mediate school district gave
Burger a five- to 10-year finan-
cial commitment.

“The end of the story is the
beginning for us; to be recog-
nized as an effective and vibrant
program for the autistic,” said
Presley. “The philosophical is-
sues raised through this were not
simply ones of leaky roofs, as-
bestos removal and building
sites.”

Part of the county’s plan in
1989 was to “mainstream” stu-
dents into regular classrooms in
students’ neighborhood schools.
Presley said then that “we’re not
claiming to be the only experts.
But I don’t think that something
that has been working should be
cast aside because of a new edu-
cational trend. We can provide
age-appropriate classrooms and
low teacher-student ratios, and
place children according to their
cognitive abilities.”

Organizgrs of the Journees
Internationales d’Etudes Itin-
eraires sans Frontieres confer-
ence, set for Jan. 15-16, outlined
their challenge. Translated from
French, it is to “rise above geo-

Teacher to represent U.S. at autism conference

“Our understanding is that
(with the exception of England),
not a lot of education for the au-
tistic is in place internationally,
so we are viewed as rather
unique,” said Presley. “Not only
are these kids (in the U.S.) not
in a hospital psychiatric ward,
they are actually in public
schools and they are being edu-
cated.”

Said Estelle: “We are looking
forward to learning new strate-
gies, getting ideas, touring their
facilities and gaining informa-
tion we can bring back to
Burger.”

say school works for autistic students

as autistic.

Autism is a neurological disor-
der that causes impairment in
the ability to learn and commu-
nicate. Students have cognitive
abilities ranging from severe
mental impairment to above-av-
erage intelligence.

A transformation

When Jasmine, or “Mr. Jazz,’
as his friends call him, was final-
ly placed at Burger School in the
classroom of Colleen Presley, a
transformation took place.

“When I met Colleen, it was
just like old home week,” said
Knighton. “Us being black — 1

hate to put it in those terms — I
was so apprehensive about him
going into that situation. But
she put me at total ease. It was
like she could read me, and my
son. He went to her like a mag-
net and just blossomed. I could
tell the difference within at least
two days.

“When he got there, he didn’t
speak at all,” she said. “Sudden-
ly he was talking words. I was so
impressed with the fact he had
taken to somebody.”

With nurturing from Presley
— whom Knighton describes as
a “gifted, great human being” —
and others at Burger, Jasmine is
thriving academically, and mak-

ing friends in his classroom and
in Cub Scouts.

Pattie Keiltyka of Livonia is
another thrilled parent whose
son attends Burger.

Providing a challenge

Keiltyka and her husband Mi-
chael placed their son Brian at
Burger because “I wanted to
push him to a total challenge. 1
knew he was autistic, but I also
knew that he was very capable,”
she said. “I knew I had to find
someone who could take the
child and make him blossom. In
Colleen, I've found that. Most of
the teachers and staff at Burger

are very dedicated and very com-
mitted to their work. I don’t
think with most of them it’s just
ajob.”

Burger's philosophical foun-
dation is based upon the belief
that autistic students can be in-
dependent and self-fulfilled.
Burger staffers stress gentleness,
patience, firmness and consist-
ency in meeting students’ needs.

To that end, Burger offers vo-
cational and computer training,
and has a student-run newspa-
per, as well as choir, art, sports,
fitness and a host of other activi-
ties.

“People often remark, ‘What
patience you must have to work

with autistic children,”” said
Presley, who with Burger school
psychologist Dorothy Estelle
will represent the U.S. at an up-
coming conference in France on
autism. “I’'m almost amazed by
that comment because I believe
our lives are so enriched by these
children.”

Presley said the day before
was a prime example. As a
surprise, her student Brian Kiel-
tyka cut out and stapled a three-
dimensional manger scene using
colored paper and placed it un-
der the classroom Christmas
tree. “To discover that little
manger under that tree was just
a joy,” said Presley.

=snTmsrET—e—

provides.

answer!

We're here to serve your unique concerns.
You need answers. You need to reach the
right audience. You need results. Our
classified ad takers are as close as the
nearest phone, well-versed and rea